
Form and Analysis  
MUTH 3510-001 - Fall 2017 

Tuesday and Thursday, 11:00–12:20, MU2006 

Dr. Diego Cubero 
Office: MU112 - Email: Diego.Cubero@unt.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 12:30–1:30, or by appointment 

Course description 
This course studies the formal design of 18th- and 19th-century music through close analysis of 
individual works by major composers. It examines how pieces engage with the conventions of 
their period and reflects on the ideology underpinning these conventions. The first half of the 
course is devoted to shorter pieces; the second half to larger works. Each half proceeds roughly 
chronologically, from the high classical to the late romantic period.  

Objectives 
1. To develop analytical skills through thoughtful and reflective listening
2. To foster a deeper appreciation of 18th- and 19th-century music
3. To increase sensibility for the various formal conventions of a genre or style
4. To learn to write and talk about music

Materials 
1. Materials uploaded to Blackboard.
2. Three-ring binder, staff paper, and pencil

Grade distribution 
Homeworks = 50% 
Listening Exam 1  = 7% 
Listening Exam 2  = 8% 
Midterm Paper = 15% 
Final Paper = 15% 
Participation = 5% 

Attendance 
Excused absences are limited to: documented illness, official school of music concerts, and 
religious or civic holidays. Poor attendance will impact your participation grade negatively. If a 
student accumulates three unexcused absences he/she will be dropped from the course with a 
grade of WF.  

Participation 
You are expected to come to class on time and prepared, and to partake in class discussions. 
Failing to meet these expectations will have a negative impact on your grade.   

Homeworks 
Homeworks will be assigned the class before they are due. Assignments must be typed and 
handed in at the beginning of class. The assigned piece will be discussed in class on the day the 
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assignment is due. Late assignments will not be accepted, unless you missed class for a valid 
reason (see attendance policy). The lowest homework grade will be dropped.  
 
Listening exams 
Two listening quizzes will test your familiarity with the repertory and with the analytical issues 
pertaining to each piece discussed in class. I will ask you to name the piece, the composer, and to 
answer a variety of analytical questions related to our discussion of that piece. The listening 
exams are scheduled for Tuesday, March 7 and Thursday, May 4.  
 
Midterm paper 
You will write a 2000-word paper (about 5 double-spaced pages) on a topic and piece of my 
choosing. The midterm paper is due Thursday, March 9.  
 
Final paper 
You will write a 2500-word paper (6–7 double-spaced pages) on a topic and piece of my 
choosing. The final paper is due Tuesday, May 9.  
  
Naxos playlist 
To access our class playlist, go to unt.naxosmusiclibary.com, click on playlists, and then go to 
the one entitled “Form & Analysis - Cubero.”  
 
Academic integrity  
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam 
and that grade will not be dropped. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of 
Students, who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" 
includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or 
examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in 
writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the 
acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or staff 
member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or 
project to a different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act 
designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited 
to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or 
unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the knowing 
or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in 
the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 
 
ADA statement 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide 
you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion 
regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, 
however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the 
semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
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implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation. 
 
Course outline 
Unit 1. This unit will focus on phrase structure and on small forms. Concepts and genres 
discussed include: period, sentences, phrase rhythm, da capo forms, formal fragments, formal 
interpolations, string quartet, lieder, character pieces.  
 
Unit 2. This unit will focus on larger forms and genres, including: sonata form, rondo form, 
concerti, and arias.  
 
Course schedule (subject to change)  
 

UNIT 1 
 
Week 1 
01/17: Introduction to the course; Beethoven, Bagatelle, Op. 119/11  
01/19: Haydn, String Quartet Op. 33/1, II; Haydn, String Quartet Op. 33/2, II 
 
Week 2 
01/24: HW 1 due - Haydn, String Quartet Op. 74/2, III  
01/26: Haydn, Symphony no. 104, III 
 
Week 3 
01/31: HW 2 due - Mozart, String Quartet K. 387, II 
02/02: Schubert, Moments Musicaux, D. 780/6 
 
Week 4 
02/07: HW 3 due - Chopin, E major Etude, Op. 10/3 
02/09: Beethoven, Bagatelle Op. 126/2 
 
Week 5 
02/14: HW 4 due - Beethoven, String Quartet Op. 74, IV 
02/16: Mendelssohn, Songs without Words, Op. 19b/1–2 
 
Week 6 
02/21: HW 5 due - Schumann, Kinderszenen, Op. 15/1–4 
02/23: Brahms, Ballade Op. 10/4 
 
Week 7 
02/28: HW 6 due - Beethoven, “An die ferne Geliebte,” Op. 98/6 
03/02: Brahms, “In Waldeseinsamkeit,” Op. 85/6, Brahms, “O sußer mai,” Op 93a/3 
 
Week 8 
1. Listening exam, Brahms, Ballade Op. 118/3 
2. Midterm paper due - Beethoven, Op. 126/4 


